
Indo-German Implementation Agreement on Ganga Rejuvenation Signed 
between MoWR, RD &GR and German International Cooperation (GIZ), 
Germany. 

 

Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation 
(MoWR,RD &GR) and German International Cooperation (GIZ) signed an 
Implementation Agreement for Ganga Rejuvenation under the Namami Gange 
Programme on 13th April, 2016 at Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi. 

‘Namami Gange’ Programme, is a flagship programme of Government of India 
with a renewed impetus to decrease river pollution and conserve the revered 
river ‘Ganga’. In this connection, the Indian Government solicited support 
from various countries to rejuvenate the Ganga. Government of Germany, with 
its vast experiences in cleaning and rejuvenating rivers such as Rhine, Elbe 
and Danube of Europe, was keen to join hands for collaboration with 
Government of India. 

As a result of this interest, the Implementation Agreement on the Technical 
Corporation Project ‘Support to Ganga Rejuvenation’ was signed on 13th April, 
2016 at Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi between the Ministry of Water 
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (MoWR,RD & GR) and 
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) Gmbh in the 
presence of the German Ambassador, Dr. Martin Ney and Secretary, Ministry 
of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. Mr. 



Wolfgang Hannig, Country Director- GIZ (India) and Mr. Hari Har Mishra, 
Director (IC), NMCG were the nodal officials for signing the Implementation 
Agreement.  

Mr. Shashi Shekhar, Secretary briefed that the Implementation Agreement 
covers various components, largely technical assistance and partial financial 
assistance for rejuvenating Ganga.  Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Martin Dey 
stressed that German Government while extending technical support for the 
project will focus on three major principles viz. initial focus on upstream State 
of Uttarakhand through identification of pollution hot-spots and eradicate 
pollution mainly occurring from domestic and industrial sources; adopting 
comprehensive and integrated river basin management approach, which 
includes un-polluted flow as well as continuous and ecological flow; and 
concentrating on urban waste management and improving the sanitation 
management system for better waste management practices and reduction of 
waste water discharge.    

The objective of the project is to enable responsible stakeholders at National 
and State level to apply integrated river basin management approaches for the 
rejuvenation of the river Ganga. This will be based on Indo-German 
Knowledge exchange and practical experience on strategic river basin 
management issues, effective data management system and public 
engagement. The project will closely cooperate with other National and 
international initiatives including Indo-German bilateral projects like Support 
to National Urban Sanitation Policy (SNUSP) and ‘Sustainable Environment-
friendly Industrial Production’ (SEIP).  The project duration is three years i.e. 
from 2016 to 2018 and the German Contribution in the project is up to EUR 
3,000,000 (22.2 Crores INR). Initial actions will focus on the State of 
Uttarakhand, with scope of expansion to other States on the main stem of 
Ganga. The ultimate goal is to adopt the successful river basin management 
strategies used for Rhine and replicate the same, wherever possible for 
attaining the pristine status of river Ganga.  

 

 


